Tournament Tips
· Only the school coach may coach players during matches.  Parents may encourage (“great shot”), but may not say things like, “Hit it to his backhand more.”  Cheering should be for good shots made by your player, not when the opponent makes a mistake.
· Players must stay at their sites until all of their matches are complete.  Check at the tournament desk when you arrive and make sure all matches are completed.  Some tournaments guarantee two, three, or more matches.
· Bring water and snacks to eat between matches.  Concession stands are unlikely.  Dress in layers and don’t forget sunscreen and hats.  It can be cooler when waiting for the next match.  Gloves and blankets are suggested on some days.  
· BE ON TIME, which means early (no later than 7:45 for an 8:00 start).  Some sites are farther away than others.  Late arrivals inconvenience others and then run the risk of being defaulted from the tournament.
· Parents may need their own chairs and umbrellas.  Many other schools do not have seating or shade.
· Balls are provided by the tournament unless otherwise stated in advance.
· Make sure to know and understand the format before matches begin.  Some matches will just be one set to six or eight, others may be best two of three sets (played to six or at times shorter ones to four). Almost all matches will be no-ad scoring.
· For parents also new to tennis, the Lamar Tennis website has some great resources.  From the main page, choose the Forms tab, the Other Tennis Resources option, then click on Illustrated Guide to Tennis for Beginners.
